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A Cambodian soldier ecarries woman hurt when insurgent artillery blasted the crowded sium areas of Phnom Penh.

The Agony of Phnom Penh

Residenis Get Edgy Over Increased Shelling

By Elizabeth Becker
Special to The Washington Post

PHNNOM PENH, Jan. 27—

“] am not myself anymore,
maybe I should leave,” a
young French teacher said.
Neither rockets nor artillery
shells have landed near her
home yet, but she,is nervous
and depressed. Like others
in Phnom Penh, she has
watched her foreign friends
depart and listened to her
Cambodian friends complain
of the constant threat of an-
other bombardment of the
city.

Phnom Penh has become
a cage, particularly in the
days of the Tet New Year as
the Khmer Rouge have be-
gun direct artillery attacks

on Phnom Penh for the first
time. Throughout January,

rockets landed on the north
and east sections of the capi-
tal. forcing people to relo-
cate in the south and west.
Now artillery attacks are
pushing people out of the
south and west back into
northern Phnom Penh, One
young _soldier moved his
pregnant wife to the airport
area four days ago. A few
nights later artillery fire de-
stroyed a home a few yards
away and she is now back
with friends closer to the
center of Phnom Penh.

“] have problems,” said a
Cambodian bhusinessman,
“and it doesn't involve the
rocket attacks but I just

can’'t seem to work any-
more.”

“Rockets have always
been a part of the scenery

here,” said a Western mili-

tary expert, *“but artillery
fire adds a new dimension
and means an escalation of
the war.”

The military expert’s ob-
servation was dramatically
underlined by the events on
Saturday night, when the
biggest artillery attack of
the recent series struck the
crowded southwestern sce-
tion of the city.

[There was no shelling of
Phnom Penh during the day-
light hours Sunday, Agence
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France-Presse
Over the past four . days,
AFP said, more than 300
shells have fallen on the
city, killing about 100 per-
sons and wounding more
than 300.]

For two evenings and
three mornings Khmer
Rouge forces had fired artil-
lery rounds into Phnom
Penh, but never before had
the barrage been so sus-
tained nor
panic as on Saturday. The
streets were filled with
frightened people who asked
if the “Vietcong” had come.
It is hard to estimate the
damage since the hospitals
have' received few wvictims
and police and relief work-
ers have been refusing to
enter the southwest part of
the city to search for castial-
ties.

Soldiers deserted their
posts even around the pri-
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reported. -

caused such -

vate home of President I.on
Nol who had taken resi-

dence in the presmentlal
palace.

The Cambodian air force
was not to be seen. Only one
or .two gunships ventured
into the sky during the bar-
rage, firing a few tracer bul-
Iets but failing.to halt the
crackling artillery..__Shortly
after the barrage began, the
air was empty — an omi-
nous sign, since during the
last two attacks the Cambo
dian air force responded im-
mediately and in full force.

The hospital taking the
vietims, the Preah Keth
Wleala in the northern sec-
tion, had only four doctors
and two residents on duty.
No others came to their aid
even though Phnom Penh is
filled with medical relief
doctors and qualified Cam-
bodian doctors. People, scar-
red, wounded, smashed,
bloodied, lined the corridors
waiting for the quickest and
sometimes superficial treat-

ment that the doctors had
time and energy to adminis-
ter.

One can only imagine that
many more wounded and
dead were lying undiscov-
ered in bunkers and ditches
in the southwest since every-
one feared the Khmer
Rouge had entered ,the city.
In the previous artillery at-
tacks, I followed relief work-
ers into the damaged areas.
They had to call out in the
dark and lilerally drag the
people from bunkers and
convince them the danger
was over. Saturday night,
two relief workers them-
selves fled.

. People roamed the streets
as did American officials re-
porting on the situation.
One diplomat offered  his
home to journalists who
might fear for their lives.

The Khmer Rouge have
begun circulating warnings
telling everyone to leave the
section immediately. The
warnings were printed on

small-denomination bank
notes and spoke of both the
shelling and Khmer Rouge
intentions to enter the city.
These notes frightened the
population before Saturday
night’s shelling.

“The Khmer Rouge have
certainly  achieved  their
aims,” said a foreign resi-
dent. “The city is in panic.
Phnom Penh is under at-
tack, the citizens are panick-
ing, and the Xhmer Rouge
at least for tonight have fi-
nally beseiged the capital.

“T ecannot remember an-
other national capital sub-
jected to such artillery fire
since World War 11,” said a
foreign military expert.

He dgrees with Phnom
Penh leaders who say the
city will not' fall immedi-
ately. But government
troops have been unsuccess-
ful in their efforts to dis-
lodge the Khmer Rouge
from bases three miles
south of the city. Khmer
Rouge artillery includes 30
U.S.-made 105-mm. guns cap-
tured during the past five
months of fighting.

“I liken this to the critical
mass theory in physics,” the
military expert said. *‘“The
Cambodian Republic’s army
is now at a static ‘concen-
trated level. They can nei-
ther expand their defense
perimeter nor will they lose
what they control.”

Both sides of this conflict

)n Edge As Insurgents Esc

- would disagree that the situ-

ation is 'static. 'The govern-
ment’s chiefs of stall held
an emergency meeting after
the first~attack and immedi-
ately dispatched two battal-
ions {rom the northwest to
work around the clock trying
to penetrate Khmer Rouge
bases, gouth of the city. Heli-
copler gunships supported
them during the, night, try-
ing to.target Khmcx ‘Rouge
ortillery positions. Armored
divislons and fresh combat
troops were also sent to the
south to launch a coordi-

- nated counteroffensive.

On the radio each evening
around eight o’clock, the
Khmer Rouge announce
their victories and inten-
tions to the people of
Phnom Penh—they say they
have no plans to retreat.
Their spokesman said the
rebels are now in the second
phase of an overall opera-
tion to take Phnom Penh.
Claiming to have 14,000
troops, the rebels say they
will continue bhombarding
the capital, then attack the
Mekong River convoys, and
finally enter the city.

The commander of these
troops is said to be Norodom
Pourissara, a member of the
Cambodian royal family and
a well-known nationalist
who appeals 10 a larger por-
tion of the population than
other Communist leaders.
The broadcasts are repeated
in French at 11 a.m. for the

benefit oi ihe Imugn com-
munity..

“The propaganda is quite
effective,” said one high.
ranking Cambodian -officer.

“The Khmer Rouge’ are sow-

ing confusion in the minds
of the people, they are
frightened.”

" But Phnom Penh is expe-
riencing the war the way
countless other villages
have during the past three
years. Government troops
had used 105-mm, artillery
against the Khmer Rouge on
all fronts and up until now
only refugees. recenlly
camped in the capital knew
the effect of the shelling.
All quarters of the popula-
tion here are worried, but
their specific reactions are
mixed. The common people,
who have suffered the most,
are huilding bunkers, mov-
ing from one section to an-
other trying to find a safe
area. But protection is hard
to find and the city’s curfew
has been moved up to 7 p.m.
since the shelling occurs
around 9, thé old curfew
time.

Wealthier Cambodians and
foreigners are in less dan-
ger. The Cambodians are
forbidden to leave the coun-
try but foreigners can leave
if they wish. Most who stay
live in strong concrete
houses with “safe areas”
built in windowless rooms,

ate Artillery .

insulated with sandbags. But
many foreigners 'have left.
This has disappointed one
Frenchman who remembers
when some. French evacu-

" ated Phnom Penh for the

first time duung the war.
He said Cambodians were
visibly distressed and felt
deserted.

Even more Europeans will:
leave this week. Families
must find schools for their
children since the majority
of French evacuees were in-
structors and schools are
closed. Power and water
supplies are cut frequently,
adding frustration to what
they call a depressmg exist-
ence.

“I saw a rocket land just
ahead of me,” said one Euro-
pean woman. “Bodies shot
into the sky so I ran home,
drank one large scotch, and
wondered what I was doing
here.” She will leave in a
few days.

The Khmer Rouge asked
all foreigners and Cambodi-
ans to evacuate Phnom
Penh, issuing an invitation
to join their forces. But all
roads leading out of the city
are cut and the price of an
airplane ticket to safer cit-
ies such as Battambang or
Kompong Som is -out of
reach for most Cambodians.
There is no way out but o
cross the front lines and no

orytq L

7Er@

one is contemplatmg thatv
route. :

Upper-class Cambod:ans
are consoling themselves by
saymg the crisis should be.:;
over witbm two weeks smce* -
that.is. the pattern ;of this-x =
war. But some sectmns of !

the population are .worried:-
‘that it won’t be. Students

from the faculties of medi-
cine, humanities, and litera-- =
ture have joined Cambochan ‘u
iritellectuals in Paris . uvsup-
port of nationalist leader’
Son Sann who asked for im-* 5"
mediate negotiations W1th <
the Khmer Rouge along the” 5
lines of the Laos coalition
agreement. Foreign, obsery-
ers say there, is little hope
for negotlatlons however,
and fear .the situation w:]l
continue with the Khme1
Rouge achieving minor v1c-
tories and the government
holding on to its key cities.

“Both sides are deter-
mined to win a military vic-
tory and we are now discov-_.
ering the price of such a .
conflict,” a highly placed ot
d1plomat said.



