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Paul Bogdanor, eds. “The 
Jewish Divide over Israel: 
Accusers and Defenders,” 
(New Brunswick, New Jer-
sey: Transaction Publishers, 
2006) 283 pages. $39.95

For many Jews, the mere 
mention of Noam Chomsky, 
Michael Lerner, Tony Judt, 
Norman G. Finkelstein Joel 
Beinin, Marc Ellis, George 
Steiner, Seymour Hirsch, 
Thomas Friedman,  and Ben-
ny Morris is enough to raise 
their blood pressure—and 
for good reason. These well-
known academics and jour-
nalists routinely deride Israel 
for its “unjust and immoral 
treatment” of the Palestinian 
Arabs. 

In his columns in the 
New York Times, Friedman 

regularly casts Israel as the 
aggressor in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, claiming that the 
Jewish state’s alleged “oc-
cupation” of Arab lands is 
responsible for Arab hatred 
of Israel. Mr. Friedman says 
little about the Arabs’ own 
aggression against the Jewish 
state.

Michael Lerner believes 
that suicide bombings and 
lynching s are “immoral,” but, 
he says, Israel cannot justify 
protecting itself against them 
because its own behavior has 
been unethical: “Israeli treat-
ment of Palestinians has been 
immoral and outrageous.”

In “The Jewish Divide 
over Israel: Accusers and 
Defenders,” Prof Edward Al-
exander and writer Paul Bog-
danor have put together an 
extremely important group 
of essays written by Cyn-
thia Ozick, Rael Jean Isaac, 

Efraim Karsh, David Rosk-
ies, and others. Messrs Alex-
ander and Bogdanor explain 
why so many Jewish liberals 
and radicals continually and 
wrongly undermine the Jew-
ish state. The book is must 
reading.
“The Crime of My Very Ex-

istence: Nazism and the 
Myth of Jewish Criminality”

“The Crime of My Very 
Existence: Nazism and the 
Myth of Jewish Criminal-
ity” by Michael Berkowitz 
(Berkeley, California: Uni-
versity of California Press, 
2007) 321 pages $24.95

The Nazis, who por-
trayed themselves as the ad-
vocates of “law and order,” 
justified their war against the 
Jews as part of the party’s war 
on crime. A prominent Nazi 
billboard proclaimed: “Ju-
dentum is Verbrechertum”—
Jewry and Judaism is crimi-
nality. Germany had to be 

protected from Jews, Gyp-
sies, leftists and other “social 
outsiders,” the Nazis said, 
as they eagerly assumed this 
task. 

The Nazi claim of creat-
ing a society free from crimi-
nality is one of the myths ex-
plored by Michael Berkowitz, 
a professor of modern Jewish 
history in the department of 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies 
at University College in Lon-
don. The charge of Jews as 
criminals plays a larger role 
in the history of the Holo-
caust and antisemitism than 
has been appreciated thus far. 
Exposing Jews as criminals 
made it easier for the Nazis to 
conceal and rationalize their 
persecution of the Jews to the 
German people.

For example, Germans 
who were not entirely con-
vinced by Nazi racial theo-
ries were more apt to accept 
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