Display Ad 573 -- No Title o _
New York Times (1857-Current file); Jun 24, 1979; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New Y ork Times (1851 - 2002)

pg. E22

1 The Truth

-

1 About Vietnam

Dear Joan Baez, *

We too are partisans of peace and human
rights. We too marched and sang in
opposition to our government’s war of
atrocity against Vietnam. And though we
may have many differences among us, on this -

‘we agree: we are appalled at your recent
attack on Vietnam and embarrassed by the
ignorance it displays. '

You write: “The cruelty, violence and
oppression practiced by foreign powers in
your country for more than a century
continue today under the present regime.”
This is absurd. The French waged war on
and pauperized Vietnam, robbed it of its
natural resources, ruled with naked terror.
Under the Japanese occupation, two million
Vietnamese died of starvation in a single
year. Our own government dropped more
bombs on Vietnam than any country in
history and ravaged the countryside with
carpet-bombings, “free-fire zones,” and
defoliants that continue to take their toll in
deformities, still-births and cancer. In the
city of Saigon, according to the same
newspapers in which you advertised, we left
behind a half-million prostitutes, 140,000
heroin addicts, tens of thousands of orphans,
and scores of thousands more crippled,
deformed and driven insane by war, torture,
imprisonment.

Have you forgotten? Do you not care?
Does any of this “continue under the present
regime”? Of course not.

A sense of continuing responsibility and
caring should lead one not to make
outrageous charges without foundation but
to demand that our government pay the $3.4
billion in reparations promised in the Paris
accords, which it still fails to honor. Or to
demand U.S. recognition of Vietnam,
recognition which we alone, among major
nations, vindictively deny.

You accuse Vietnam of maintaining

KAREN ACKERMAN

NY Mobilization for Survival
DR, KURT ADLER

New York, NY

EDWARD ABERLIN, DDS
Staten Island, NY

DR. ANGIE DICKERSON

thousands of prisoners, whom you call,
without a scintilla of documentation,
“prisoners of conscience,” as if they were
pacifist conscientious objectors or gentle
scholars whose only crime was to hold
differing thoughts from those of the
government. Do you feel no compunction
about assailing this people, a million-times
victimized by our country, without
supporting your charges with proof? The
only “evidence” you have offered—and this
was not included in your ad—is the
testimony of one Doan Van Toai, a hardly.
reliable source, given his ties to the Thieu
regime and our own CIA. Perhaps your most
immoral deception is the accusation of
torture, which even our State Department has
not accused Vietnam of committing. Nat
Hentoff, a signatory to your letter, has
publicly stated that his investigations reveal
no such evidence.

Until 1975, the Thieu and Ky regimes,
backed by U.S. arms and billions of our tax
dollars, maintained an army of over one
million, a police force of 150,000, an
administration of several hundred thousand
and a criminal underground of similar
dimensions, according to every available
source. Within days of the liberation of
Saigon over one million former soldiers and
police were set free despite the fact that they
had destroyed villages, massacred, tortured
and looted. After what other revolution has
there been such a clemency program?

‘Some 400,000 servants of the former
barbaric regimes were sent to re-education
camps. Should they not have been re-
educated? Of these, 89 percent have returned
home. 44,000 remain incarcerated—three
percent of the original 1.4 million active
agents of the former repressive regimes.

We were saddened at the arrogant tone of
your polemic, “As in the 60s, we raise our
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voices now so that your people may live.”
The people of Vietnam are living—united,
independent and free of foreign occupation.
Despite all predictions of a wholesale
bloodbath following liberation, the national
executive board of the National Lawyers
Guild stated in a resolution at its February
1977 meeting, following a similar “open
letter” from you and others, that it,

“. . . Clearly recognizes and acknowledges
that the reeducation program for former
Saigon personnel carried out by the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam was absolutely
necessary and does further recognize and
acknowledge the remarkable spirit of
moderation, restraint and clemency with
which the reeducation program was
conducted.”

Vietnam now enjoys human rights as it has
never known in history as described in the
International Convenant on Human Rights:
the right to a job and safe, healthy working
conditions, the right to join trade unions, the
right to be free from hunger, from
colonialism and racism. Moreover, they
receive—without cost—education, medicine
and health care, human rights we in the
United States have yet to achieve. This is
despite the widespread dislocation,
deprivation and poverty after-centuries of
colonialism, plunder and foreign invasions
up to this year.

Finally, we are puzzled at your scale of
values. If you want Vietnam to live, where

‘are your advertisements against the Chinese

invading armies that killed thousands of
Vietnamese this Spring? Or against our own
government which, through diplomatic,
economic and political means, acts to isolate
and deprive this valiant people whom it
could not kill with napalm, phosphorous,
Agent Orange or Operation Phoenix?
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*And the signers of the “Open letter to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam," printed in five leading U.S. newspapers on May 30, 1979.

President Jimmy Carter
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Mr. President:

reconstruction aid.

I urge you to recognize the government of Vietnam and put policies of hos-
tility behind us. Also, to this end, I urge you to make good on our pledges
and signatures at the Paris peace talks by paying the money we promised for

U.S. Peace Council

Dear Friends,

to President Carter.

Michigan State U. School of Labor

Chairperson, National Emergency

Delaware Valley Peace Council.

7 E. 15th Street, Room 408
New York, N.Y. 10003

I too believe that we in the United States who believe in peace and human
rights have a continuing responsibility to Vietnam. I have sent my coupon

O Please keep me informed of other steps your group is taking to defend
human rights, promotepeace and friendship.

(3 Enclosed is my contribution to help place this advertisement in other
newspapers as well.
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U.S. Peace Council Michael Myerson, Executive Director
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