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Cambodia

Sm—Tnur review of *Peace vmh Hurrbr

by John Barron and Aml'bcrn}r Paul {Septem-
her 10th) claims that this is the best study so
far of the Cambodian revolution. But
Messrs Barron's and Paul’s scholarship col-
lapses under the barest scrutiny.

They write that among those evacuated
from Phnom Penh “virtually everybody saw
the consequences of summary executions in
the form of corpses of men, women and
children rapidly bloating and rotting in the
sun'’, citing, among others, 1.-]1. Cazaux,
who wrote, in fact, that “not a single corpse
WL SEEI alung our evacuation route” and
that early repnrts of massacres proved falla-
cious (the Washington Post, May 9, 1975).

They also state that the pnpulatlun of
Phnom Penh was forced at gunpoint to walk
into the countryside in tropical tempera-
tures and monsoon rains without organised
provision of food, water, shelter or medical
care. However, this charge is not supported
by the report of eye-witnesses in Phnom
Penh and the immediate vicimity: Jerome
and Jocelyne Steinbach, Chou Meng and
Shane Tarr, Richard Boyle and Jacques
Engelmann, among others, all agree that
food was pmwded for everyone and that

they did not witness any cruelties (see
“Phnom Penh Libérée™, Paris, 1976, pp 40-
44: “MNews from Kamputhl:a Wuvuﬂt},
June, 1977; Colorado Daily, Jul}' T, 1975;
and Engelmann quated in  Dreyfuss,
*. . . etSaigon tomba", Paris, 1975, p 351).

Why, then, should we lend any credence
to their claim that 1.2m people have died
since the fall of Cambaodia as a direct result
of the excesses of the Angka Loeu? In fact,
their calculations appear to be totally con-
fused. At a recent congressional hearing on
Cambodia, Mr Barron stated that he esti-
mated that 1.2m of an estimated population
of 7.9m have been executed since the revo-
lutionary government took control I[Th::
Australian, May 5, 1977). Mr Barron is
therefore saymg thal the p:::pulalmn i5 oW
6.7m. Yet, in the Reader's Digest of Febru-
ATy, I‘JT-". he particularly emphasised a
statement supposedly made by the Cambao-
dian president, Khieu Samphan, in August,
1976, that the population of Cambodia was
only Sm (The Economist, February 26,
1977). Thus, for Mr Barron, the population
is 3m in February, 1977, but hasreached the
figure of 6.7m at the hearings in May, 1977.

There is no doubt that many people have
died in Cambodia since April, 1975, This is
admitted by the foreign minister, leng Sary,
in an interview with the West German
magazine Der Spiegel (May 8, 1977) in
which he says that 2,000 to 3,000 people
died during the evacuation and a few thou-
sands in:the rtice fields. But the wvictims
should be counted in thousands rather than
in hundreds of thousands.

Odense, Denmurk TORBEN RETBOLL
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Cambodia

EI.R.—III.ﬂ letter to The Economist {October
15th) Mr Torben Retbdll i impugns the book
“Peace with Horror” written by Mr Anth-
ony Paul and me, and endeavours to afface
the recent tragic history of Cambodia. His
letter exemplifies the disingenuousness to
w‘lur:‘h the world's few remaining apologists
for the Cambodian communists now are
compelled to resort.

No one disputes that the communists,
beginning April 17, 1975, drove the entire
urban population of Cambodia into the
countryside. “Peace with Horror"” identifies
and details testimony of scores of Cambo-
dian refugees who stated that both during
and after this great exodus, they saw massa-
CrEs O MUMErous summ‘arg.r cxecutions or
the resultant corpses. We possessed but
were not at liberty to elaborate upon even

harder data verifying the executions and

‘massacres. The nature of these data may be
inferred from a column by Washington Star
diplomatic _correspendent Mr Henry 5.
Bradsher, who on Seplember 29, 1977,
wrote: **, | .according to numercus refugee
aceounts, hundreds of thousands of persons
died of starvation and disease. . . Inter-
cepted radio messapes and other 501]11:':5
here confirmed the slaughter”. Today, the
evidence that massacres and innumerable
executions not only occorred but continue
in Cambodia proliferates (as for example in
the testimony of Amercan state depart-
ment representatives before the House Sub-
committee on International Organisations,
on July 26, 1977).

To create the 1mpre:551un that we erred in
reporting - executions and massacres, Mr
Eetbdll cites one lone source. a dispatch by
French journalist Mr Jean-Tacques Cazaux,
which he misrepresents and misquotes. He
claims Mr Cazasux wrote that “not a single
corpse was  seen  along  our evacuation
route” and that early reports of massacres
proved false.

LETTERS

Along with hundreds of other foreigners
who were in Phnom Penh when the capital
fell, M Cazaux was interned in the French
embassy compound. Locked i the com-
pound, the foreigners could see the popula-
tion, including non-ambulatory hospital pa-
tients, ‘being ousted’ from the city, They
could see little more. Their opportunities to
observe also were limited when they were
transported under guard by trucks 1o Thai-
land along a route chosen by the commu-
nists. However, Mr Cazaux did see and
vividly report some of the physical desola-
tion and destruction visited upon the emp-

tied cities. We cited his dispatch as one of

many sources of information about this

destruction. We did not cite his story, as Mr

Retbll implies, as evidence of the killings. -
Mr Cazaux did not write that reports of
massacres proved [allacious. Rather, he
wrote that the interned foreigners heard
rumours of mass atrocities, "But latecomers
to the embassy said that nothing of the kind
had taken place’”. The fact that a few
foreigners, who were not part of the mass
exodus, witnessed no atrocities  scarcely
proves that atrocities were not committed.
In interviews spanning 13 months, we
guestioned over 180 Cambodian refugees,
from different social status, different cities
and of varying ages, who actually took part
in the forced exodus. Regarding one issue,
their festimony was unanimous: with a few
desultory exceptions, the communists made
no provision to provide the exiles with food,
water, medical care or shelter during the
march, The personal accounts ol the conse-
quent privation, anguish, disease and death

compose one of the more terrible episodes

of contemporary history.

Finally, Mr Retball completely mis-states
my testimony before a congressional sub-
committee. The distorted version of my
testimony which he presents is at variance.
with what Mr Tony Paul and I wrote.
Therefore, he accuses me of contradicting

mysell and bei
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“eonfused™. 1 did not

tesuh- that 1.2m Cambadians have been
“executed”, nor did [ plice the _populadtion !

of Cambodia at 7.9m, as Mr Retbdll says.

On the contrary, T stated that T knew of no

reponsible authority whi has caleulated the
population of modermn Cambodia as ever
having been much more than 7m. I did tell
the sul:nmmmlttcc thitt Tnmy Paul and 1
estimate 1,2m Cambodians “perished” be-
tween April 17, 1975, and January 1, 1977,
But | emphasased that most deaths were
caused by disease, hunger and privation
which are the direct and inevitable conse-1
quence of the evacuation of the cities and
the merciless regimen of life imposed by the
communists. As we stressed in “*Peace with

‘Horror”, no one can know precisely how

many peeple have died, We attempted to
arrive at an estimate through scholarly
analysis following a methodology clearly

Outlined for all 1o judge. Considering the
evidence seeping out of Cambodia since

completion of our book, we both now fear
that thl:'. toll is higher than the 1.2m we
estimated.

Annandale, Virginia JOHN BARRON®



