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Bernard Levin

The evil that men do and the men who call it good

1 have written a great deal here |
the borrurs Cambodia
g Sl g o
uest o8

horrors have not abated, 1

“gjm As b B %“m"-';"?-’}‘snm‘f.’:

amoun
now to ten per cent of the a-
tion. (This genocide is de.
the country's rulers as “the
elimination of contradictiohs”, and
the leng:i P&f hdu Cm';m&ﬁ
regime, 'ot, has recendy
that there are still more “ enemies
of democratic Cambodia® to be
accounted fer, amounting in h
cstimate to another two per cent)
However, 1 have today a purpose
to rehearse the
crimes com!

the Cam-

bodian communists again
cann s people, crimes which pe-r

ave no true parallel

hmory But before I get on to uur
Erlndptl themes, I have to say &
ittle more about the crimes them.
selves. I have previously recorded
the -cye-witness accounts of the
forcld evacuation of Phnom Penh
n which the entire population of

;':.:,imsmﬁr g

wider than m

iven like
cattle into the jun I have also
given accounts of conocmntwn-
camps and forced labour, the
hideous fare that awaits those who
nz to escape from the country but
fail, the murders and beatings, the
l:roc!nea equanea only by Stalin
and surpassed l!:&lthe Nazis.
The victorious mer Rouge
have turned Cambodia not just into |
a prison, but inte a chammelhouse,
and _their bloodlust is not yet !
sated. Indeed, it actually appears ;
to hm got worse. In 1977, ar
Stalinesque purge among the rulers !

whp s S senbey |
W
53 s c were

schools, there is no private life, no |

m udfit mmm t fr::’ the place
ence no choice !
work ; muamhdoan outside |
WMBM by death ; |
while the country’s
I'\Illrl are exporting ri'.ce. the staple |
; doctors end the possessors of |
|

.other d eed |
er Wtew}y-n e +skil l' a're
se:fs. while the people dﬁ lack

The practice of
stance, is uow iu hudf forbidden !
on n
ddgst monks
exterminated by the Khmor Rouge.
Individual nn-::iﬁes. bodd
refugee esses, are as drea
ful as l;;thini the world has evel‘
seen;
ravm’lrlm methods of murder, for |
instance, is 1o
up to the
then

clubs. Avd this account, based oo
reports by a group of refueces who !
managed to escape into Thailund, |
Is in no way i

o flee; re-
that the victorious

ey work for at
hours 4 day. There ave no

system, naturally no possi-

of treatment.

And stll the horror invensifies.
Buddhism, for in-

ond many
"have  been

one of the Khmer Rouge'’s

offenders |,
und and |

bury the
neck in the
beat them to

onal.

« . « at the appointed hour, 268
men, women and children set ||
off ot the long end dmurou:[
But the villagers hnd
mlv walked @ few yards .
when machine guns opened up
Aﬂum frml:; the da?ka,t‘:d hamfn
arently, one of ¢ vz axcrs
who had remaned behind had |
ayed them. The R’kmcr Rouge |l

. conditions in Cambodia. Bur there ‘

made no attempt to capture the
fleeing peasants or gwc them a

" ‘I Rouge, and insists that “ we should
I
., the i

! i| pressor or torturer, who acts in the -
- be cureful not to jeer ut the mciul

Mr Allsun in any way, nor did he
name of a political creed, Only Jast | i

clim it dd. But what it did da

|

chance to surreénder A . - ; expersment  being conducted | year there was a man called Butz | m w arack the Sovist Union, and
lhaoﬂna continued for haif an . The praciuce ! Kampuchea”. (1ry rendlrgmﬂ;u“f | —an scientist—on the | that alone, it scems, was enough 1o

hour. "viad By - 8, the sur- | ; ;;:unc;y-lo:{d Ee‘l:’indn; o . loose i:.w Lond in&istmgm d:::“ igl: i %:It? Mr .Ml-iwn l{g:; ioto ncé:on
vivors lad regroupe Lus: ! B ; 2 uschwitz ” . entire story of azi exte complaing an incident
than’ 12 hourfnbm‘ onte group ‘. of heatmg " He is called Malcolm_Caldwell— tion of the }em was a fake, that no '. dau;rlbed m :I;C article colu.li'll :o:
was attacked again when it | PW])IE to death Dr Laldweil. 10 give him hig ace- || JeWs were exterminated, and that | possibly be true.
stopped to scavenge for iond b ' demie due—and he is a * Lecturer a handful died, more or less |

|
}on] What is it that drives men and
t

1

gay, Cambodia must be the excep- -

. sible to explain their behaviour

Exhousted by the pace and v in South Eest Asian ! ncc tally. o v
famished, Lamous Clinions ‘15- i made sound , History™ at the School of Ofiencai || _The lougths to which rhe dofen. | Emu"é\';eu, hgfat Soaecicl Camsbodin
vear-oid daughter had climbed a : i - and African Studies, which is part | ders of the indefensible ml.l gn. and - democratic gm uches, or, like
tree to pluck some ’lﬂﬂllﬂl fruit. ; sensée 1o an . of the Umv:rsity of London, Dr the mclmiques th employ in the IM‘. Butz, that the Nlﬂ! h“‘d no
As she renched for it. a Khmer ! ' Caldwell is tireless in his praise || defence, widely, of course, N‘" ‘| Jews? What Jeads people for
Rouge sniper's bullet cut her ! economy | for Communist Cambodia, inex- || Jong ego, for instance, the whom the. rruth is available, and
down. and a heil of automatic 'i haustible in his denials of the 'Revurtmi Lard Macleod of Fuhm-g I who tun no risk by espousiog it, to
rifle fire and M-79 m'efwde-r tore .| where bullets wuth about it, unnpnriusly generous || (a former Moderstor of the Churth || genouse lios  instead—and ot
into those who ga ound | i of his time in I.ing to magazines || of Scotland) observed in an article | ! merely espouse them, but in some
fier fallen hodun . . . of the 268 it are scam! Innd new;pgppu whjc have pmmnl.l in The Scotsman that Em Ger- I“m even believe them ?
pecsants who had set out . . . e ‘E‘l tru , to insist lhﬂ!g n%d[; a damncru:y Locd | 1 ds k s L -
only 50 survived the attempt to ] mbodia eaceful democracy || Mac of course, to be T not know. \:t now t I.
escrpe from Communist Cam. | | and that the o y people killed by compared with the’ Cﬂlﬂﬂﬂi sud | Jennyean ’h"w‘;‘l‘d imhc md: ’..f@“
bodia. i] Jamnes Fenton | {ts present rulers were { WS con- {| the Butzes; in math, he is nothing || €Xceptions lwnn e sai h e
g New Statesman, Jan 6, 1978 || demned, Nor is Dr Caldwell the || worse than 2 fool (though when 1| Beeds m““, o the highest when
The next pasgeae is not for the {| /| only defender of Cambodia. There || you consider the number of people || We ueln: or some of us, !é
snueamish ; but for those who can | | is also Mr_ James Fenton, ia:ely of | who lmwve been shot, drowned, | Seems, love only the lowest, an
face it, here e two 8&1}1 more | the ll\i‘ifcs.tﬁusﬁm,mwhou ln clectrocuted, hkn;; to pieces by . g'm;“g:f ':fn dm!thfja:d“!fl{l: '::2
recent accounts o e aviour | mot, well’s, that eve t or sav 'h? trying to
of the Cambodion forces, rhis time ﬂmmmt:cm :‘:‘;u',’f,'.‘fﬁ‘; ' the Clmtmllam do s len get out of ¢ atic ™ East &er :l }0“‘“' :{‘b love is so ul”ﬂihhv s0
h_ raids scross the Th.il and pour out lles. But surely, ypu muy | much of it 1.5 Mt many, you must also mm” the i ndefen M almest un mﬂall'l_
Vietnamese borders respectively : | at all, it is in the first || fact between “fool” and | ebly torrible, it seems 05

s?lendid

ace the fault of the Americans— | *foul ” there is only a single letter’s

tion to this terrible truth; though i

was carrhd out. st time the ques
tion arose, by representatives of
the proposed devan &3 mac taue | 8
Men had been castrated ond A8 g g s ﬂf
poles were protruding fjrom rhe-} place), sﬂr.elr none can be found .
Sodlici of tootian. ] to speak well of present-day Camw '
odies of ¥ | bodia, to denv the truth sbout whas |
has happened and is happening |
there, to claim that it is' anvthing |

pretend that it is not happening, /i
and some will go f p}”
ﬂmn will nthers :

@ oT pretence
m latest and perhaps furthest |
concerns the forcible tmnspming|

you and I (and indeed Mr Fenton) | of hundreds of thousands of men, | ) i

deplore the methods they usc, we | women and children to the Sowier | @7¢ Somewhere within us al

must remémber that, as he puts u., Union at ﬂu end of the war, there { Mirroring the dark forces in the

“The practice of beating people ' gither  massacred || world, Something in Mr Butz needs

to deutﬂ made smmd sense in an l imgdm.ly on nrris-al o,. in Stalin’s || 2 believe that the Nazis killed no

what moves them, we can nonethe-
less learn from them. We can leamn
a necessary lesson about the {raihy
of human reason in the face of an
assault from the dark forces thut

are frightened of tha Vietnamese
-nd tho Thais; well, no wonder

therefore exterminate a tenth
eir own population. And though

Wumm n'nd children. includi
small bobies, had been de
tored. Mmyp had been tortured.

Thirty-one Thai villagers. in- 1 “It was America thu o the pro- || difference). Al T am saylna is | except by some semi-tautologous
ﬁlmim; tba;u?mmbg k”l?:'n':rkfl:;: | 2&:':1"2 tn the nitrg ;,ft?:;: j fhm ;omfl iul Cambed b—-a.nrlp | that there are different degrees of ii :’;ﬁ“’g:ﬂt m?ergfliml\:?é:l:w ﬁﬁ:’z‘r
;,ffo;, . e Il General Assembly (fierce lobbying } mf,t;;fmmap “g" m&ey‘:ﬂ vy $ 1o jree or. 2 ! zetions. But if we cannot understand

i

So much by way of an account of !

fs a general conclusion now to be .| Dut a criwe against humanity ? - economy where bullets were || concentration camps. That episode, || J0S; something in Dr Caldwell
d““ge It is often said thatr there How little you know of the .| scarce™. I has been  enthn mp’ﬁ“ :ued, to believe that Cmbodiaf
L e s s o e || o i i T R e | o] i o i (G the Khmer Rougs & Kampuctea
s without its enders or cou- ngs can go to. For in Britain | de Dr C ﬂwe

doners. Brezhnev’'s Roecla  and | itself there a voluble' and rire- xnd m;:n{o:? ‘;:-r;o%rn v i i tils Mo Fewnk Alaww, under democracy. Whatever that

Afewmduaaohemadeatnr-
For the truth is that, as [ suuas:ed nal complaint Council
above, there is a Caldwell—or there '| about an
are several Caldwells—for every !! Mirror by
' tyrant, every muvderer, every op- \ article di

need is, it is stronger than the facts
and more
evidence.
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less Friend of Comumunist Cam-
hodia, who calls it * demarratic
Kamnnchaa ”, spaaks of the “ Hbera- 1!
tion * of Phnom Penh by the Khmer

to the Pras:

article in the Dailp
Mr John Pilger. The
did not mention or refer to

i Cuba, Burundi and E»sr Germany tenacious than the
—all’ have their artendant syco- |

phants

i
Vorster's South Africa, Chile and |
t
|
|

in free countries, and



